
Brisbane ï 27-28 Marchéand the 
Queensland International Open .  
This was a big tournament, with 
healthy numbers in most divisions, 
including more than 100 senior en-
trants.  Unfortunately the event was 
marred especially on the Sunday  by 
some very questionable refereeing 
decisions. 
   
But it wasnôt all badéUNSW players 
figured prominently in the results right 
across the board, emerging with six 
gold, eight bronze and a couple of fifth 
places. 
 
Boys and girls ï under 14yrs .  Vlad 
Kulikov, Luc Baumgartner and Karen 
DaSilva were unstoppable, winning in 
fine style. All the boysô fights were won 
by ippon, in a display of good technical 
fighting skills. 

Cadets ï 15 & 16yrs   Here Eamonn 
Briers continued to show his emerging 
talent, taking out a tough 73kg cate-
gory, and consolidating his top ranking.  
Eamonn showed a combination of skill, 
and a level head and is looking better 
every time he competes.  Our other 
cadets had a hard day, with Maxine 
Germes taking a bronze.  Jack New-
man,  Indra Sadeli, and Liam Matthews
-Peat were unable to get among the 
medals, but they did not go quietly, 
and are close to breaking through. 

Junior men & women  Paddy Kear-
ney had a mixed day, and wasnôt 
happy with his performance, coming 
away in fifth place in the 66kg.  Paddy 

continues to lose fights he should 
win, and then shows some great judo 
in others.  Jack Newman fought 
strongly against opponents much 
older, and had a fine bronze medal 
as a result. 

In the  senior womens division  we 
had two competitors ï and both came 
away with gold medals.  In the 52kg 
category, Sonya Chervonsky, just 
back from a gruelling training tour of 
Europe, blasted her way through the 
preliminary rounds, winning all fights 
by ippon.  In the final she struck the 
expect desistance from young Sha-
yanne Stewart of VIC, but after a full-
time battle, Sonya was a clear win-
ner.  In the 63kg class, Kylie Koenig 
(shown above on the podium) was a 
class above the rest of the field,  
winning both her fights by ippon ï 
first with a brutal strangle and then a 
powerful seoinage. 
Our senior men  faced some really 
tough fields, but came through well 
with four bronze medals.  Kevin 
DaSilva backed up from the junior 
men, and was sharper after a nightôs 
rest.  Highlight of his performance 
was his fight against National Cham-
pion Matt DôAquino (ACT).  Kevin 
stuck to his plan and took the fight to 
full time, conceding only a couple of 
penalties.  He then reversed his pre-
vious dayôs loss to Jake Young 
(NSW) to take third. 
Nikola Pejic was the victim of some 
appalling and biased refereeing in his 
first fight (against a  Queenslander, 
with two QLD referees officiating).  
He had his chance in the repechage 
and took it gladly, fighting his way 
back with three tough wins in spite of 
a nasty head cut in the bronze match. 
His brother Jovan also had to work 
hard for his bronze medal in the 81kg 
ï taking his first fight easily, then 
losing to awkward Patrick Waite.  It 
was then through the repechage for 
him too ï three strong wins, and a 
convincing ippon win in the last. 

 UNSW Judo News A P R I L  2 0 1 0  

IN  THIS ISSUE  

QLD Open  

NSW T i t l es  

Sydney Open  

NTID Se lec t ion  

UNSW People  

And much more...  

 

FOR ALL THE NEWS 

 

VISIT OUR WEBSITE  
 

www.unswjudo.net.au  

In the 90kg, Harry Grech was deter-
mined to prove his bronze in the ACT 
Open was no fluke, and he did so 
emphatically.  Harry dropped his first 
fight vs Swalwell (QLD) due to a rush 
of blood, but given his chance too in 
the repechage he blasted past 
McDougall (NSW), Stewart (QLD) 
and  Johnson (NSW) with massive 
trademark ippons.   

Mick Briers must have been thirsty 
from all his work, and took a can 
opener to the team bus ï no doubt 
requiring some fancy explaining 
when it was handed backé 
 
Overall ï it was a terrific weekend for 
the club ï everyone supported each 
other and shared in each otherôs 
successes. 

Thanks to all the coaches who 
were there to provide support ï 
JB, Mick Briers, Phil Kearney and 
Hitoshi Kimura.  Also to Anna 
DaSilva who was ñteam mumò for 
the weekend, and who organised 
our Saturday night get -together.  
 

 
 

 
 

QUEENSLAND INTERNATIONAL OPENé   We went North... 

and South...P 3 

        Time to relax at Southbank  

       Sonya tops the 52kg category  



SYDNEY OPEN - Good results for our boys and girls 
UNSW took a team of 13 to this competition, 
the second State selection tournament, and 
came away with 3 gold, 3 silver and 4 bronze. 
  
Jack Newman was 'tested' for the first time 
since last year's Nationals and fought well, 
picking up silver in the 81kg and bronze in 
+81kg.  Jack is getting stronger and with a 
little more experience will be a real force in this 
category. 
  
Eammon Briers was never troubled and won 
all his fights with ippon to take gold in u/73 ï
showing good posture and technique and 
continues to impress. Luc Baumgartner took 
silver in this category, a good result consider-
ing he is still only 13 fighting against u16's. 
  
Dino Tsakiris came up against harder compe-
tition, in the u16ôs for first time, and fought 
well, getting bronze.  
 
We had four entries in the highly competitive 
60kg category - Eammon Kearney, Vlad 
Kulikov, Liam Matthews -Peat and George 
Stylianakis - and they also had a couple of re-
fights due to the mix of wins/losses.    Eamonn 
Kearney was a little inconsistent, with some 
great throws but also occasionally getting 
caught. Ultimately picked up the bronze.  Liam 
fought hard, but is being out-powered as he 
moves up in weight categories. Vlad got 

caught by some of the older boys (Ben Huynh 
from Zenbu) but moves well and should be one 
to watch in u/14's this year.  George did  well in 
one of his first competitions ï showing good 
spirit and agility. 
  
Indra Sadeli 55kg was below his best, and 
made hard work of his fights, winning against 
Jacob Young (Kyoudai) and then thrown by 
Nathan Katz (Budokan) to take silver.  
 
Dylan McDermott 42kg fought strongly, com-
ing off a thumb injury.  He was thrown by Blake 
Nolan (Yuukan) after scoring early with a good 
counter, but then had 2 good wins to end up 
with bronze 
  
Karen DaSilva was an easy winner in the 63kg 
and was never troubled with 2 wins vs Hayley 
Jackson (Yuukan) and then Jessica Giraldi 
(Tiger Do) 
  
Maxine Germes continued to find tough com-
petition in the u57kg, with losses against Brit-
tany Jackson (Yuukan) by osaekomi and being 
thrown for ippon by Megan O'connor (Bushido) 
She had a single win against Amelia Potter 
(Bushido) to pick up the bronze. 
  
Nina Takenaka won gold easily beating Jenny 
Tran (Lithgow PCYC) with kesagatame - show-
ing good movement and agility to get to the 
hold. 

 
 
 

The State Titles on 6-7 March was the final se-
lection tournament for this yearôs Nationals.  
Held over two days, which made for much 
smoother organisation, the competition was 
something of a disappointment in terms of num-
bers ï where are all the fighters?  The competi-
tion was also the first held here under the new 
junior age divisions ï with competition held in 
under 14 years, and ñCadetsò aged 15-16yrs.  
These age groups bring the State body into line 
with National and International age groups. 
UNSW had a big tournament, and emerged 
not only with a host of State champions, but 
some good prospects for medals at the Na-
tionals later in the year.  
 
In the under 14ôs, Luc Baumgartner had a good 
day, and showed some skilful judo to take 1st in 
the 73kg.  He was joined by Dylan McDermott 
who also took 1st in 42kg, and George 
Stylianakis who won the 66kg, defeating boys 
much older than himself.  Vlad Kulikov took 
bronze in the 60kg.   
 
The Cadets  division brought several more wins. 
Eamonn Briers continues to improve and goes 
from strength to strength, taking 1st in 73kg.  
Jack Newman also fought very well for 1st 81kg, 
then backed up to take 3rd in the heavier cate-
gory.  
Indra Sadeli was 2nd in the 55kg, losing a hard 
fight to Nathan Katz (Budokan). Eamonn Kear-
ney was unlucky, winning his first two fights well, 
then having to withdraw with a shoulder injury.  
Maxine Germes was the only entrant in 57kg, so 
was forced to fight up a weight category, where 
she took 3rd in the 63kg. 

Junior Men and Women  
Paddy Kearney and Eamonn Briers carried 
their good form into the junior men ï where 
Eamonn was having his first competition in 
the age group. Paddy Kearney came out a 
clear winner in the 66kg, and then backed up 
again in the 73kg, where he lost to Eamonn, 
who took the gold medal at his first attempt 
with another cool display. Paddy took silver. 

Kel Locke-Sodhi was unstoppable in the 
81kg, his uchimata dispatching all his rivals 
with ease. Jack Newman, also having his 
first taste of junior menôs judo, was third in 
that category. A good effort.  Bear in mind 
that Eamonn and Jack are still under 16yrs, 
fighting in the u20yrs age bracket.  Maxine 
Germes also debuted junior women and was 
second in 57kg, and third in 63kg. 
 

Seniors  
The senior divisions were poorly supported. 
Nik Pejic was below his best, but outlasted 
the field to win the 81kg category - the big-
gest on the day. Jovan Pejic and Kel Locke-
Sodhi fought well to both take third place.   
Paul McCarthy had a mixed day, winning well 
over Karl Zuvela (Willoughby) but going down 
to Patrick Waite (Budokan) and Kim (Zenbu) 
emerging with third place in a tough 90kg 
category.  His brother Sean, making a return 
to competition, managed one win, but was 
unplaced at the end. 

 
Thanks to Anna DaSilva, Anabel Kearney 
and Nicholas Waldmann for their volunteer 
work on the day and helping to make the 
event run smoothly. 

NSW TITLES - Several new champions for UNSW 

Eamonn and Paddy ist and 2nd in JunMen 73kg  

Kel Locke -Sodhi dominated the jun menôs 81kg 

Indra (above) and Karen (below) 
receive their medals  



UNSW PEOPLE...and events 
Sonya Chervonskyôs European tour finished 
on a high note, with her winning the Holstein 
Open, an International event held in Germany.  
Her final program included attending the tough 
EJU training camp in Nymburk in the Czech 
Republic. 

Sonyaôs dedication to training has paid off 
with her being awarded one of only two 
OJU scholarships to train at the IJFôs 
World Training Centre in Paris.  
 
At the same time, Kylie Koenig and Janelle 
Shepherd  have won JFA National scholarship 
funding support to help them with their heavy 
program of competition and training as they 
strive for London Olympic selection in 2012.  
 
Club history  
Quite ñout of the blue,ò contact has been made 
with one of the clubôs founders ï Tom Ander-
son, who with Ron Wong started the club way 
back in 1956.  Tom has given us some inter-
esting information about the clubôs early days, 
plus some amazing old photographs (see 
page 4)  His approach has revived interest in 
documenting the clubôs history, which had 
been begun some time ago.   

 Mike Briers has succeeded Rob Ivers as 
President of the JFA (NSW). Mike will be bring-
ing his considerable management skills and 
enthusiasm to the role, and we look forward to 
a re-invigorated State organisation under his 
leadership.  Mike was a formidable competitor 
in is day, and is a former National Champion 
and multiple medal winner. 
 
Overseas visitors  
The club hosted two overseas visitors during 
March, both coming to the club as a result of JB 
and Sonyaôs European tour.  Both judoka ap-
proached them in Europe, and of course were 
invited to come along and train with our clubé
where else? 
Anthony Fritsch (FRA)  arrived in Sydney for a 
monthôs holiday.   Anthony, seen below with 
some of our coaches,  has a distinguished com-
petitive record, including a World Cup win and a 
string of international medals.  Anthony trained 
at several sessions, and was impressed with 
the standard of our members.   

Lars Zauner from Germany has also been in 
Sydney on an extended holiday, and took the 
opportunity, as do all travelling judo players, to 
train at the club. 
High Performance Coach John Buckley  wins 
NSW Sport Federationôs Distinguished Long 
Service Award.  Unfortunately JB couldnôt be 
there to personally receive the award, but was 
represented by Warren Rosser and Kathy 
Meyer. 

There was a huge roll -up at the NSW NTID 
selection camp over the weekend 27 -28 
February at Sydney Olympic Park. Over 30 
young judoka showing their keenness to sup-
port the program.  Some were there seriously 
trying out for selection while others, some 
very young, were testing the waters for later 
years when they will be eligible. 
UNSW was well represented, with our play-
ers comprising over one third of the total 
group.  Kel Locke -Sodhi, Kevin DaSilva, 
Eamonn Briers, Jack Newman, Luc 
Baumgartner, Indra Sadeli, Liam Matthews
-Peat, Vlad Kulikov, Maxine Germes, Nina 
Takenaka, Karen DaSilva.  

As reported in our 
last edition, judo 
legend Yasuhiro 
Yamashita re-
cently visited Hong 
Kong, where he 
held sessions for 
the local club.  He 
is shown here with 
our own ex-pat 
Scott Smith  
 
 

Michael Penkov  heads for Japan.  Michael 
has been awarded a scholarship to study at 
the University of Hokkaido, in Sapporo.  He 
will be working towards his Masterôs degree in 
Information Technology.  Hopefully he will 
also find time to do some judo to keep the 
body, as well as the mind, in shapeé 

Under the supervision of National NTID Coach 
Daniel Kelly, the youngsters were put through a 
gruelling program of physical fitness tests, judo 
skills assessments, and competitive randori.  
By the end, there were many very tired bodies 
strewn around the maté  Despite their tired-
ness, the kids all reported enjoying the experi-
ence, which gave them a taste of what is nec-
essary to train and compete at this level.  
Daniel Kelly was impressed, not only by the 
number of participants, but by their approach to 
the training. 

From the results of the weekend, two club 
members ï Kel Locke -Sodhi and Kevin 
DaSilva - have been selected to attend a 
week-long training camp at the Australian 
Institute of Sport in Canberra, where the final 
composition of the 2010-11 NTID squad will 
be determined. 
 
Kevin recently had the opportunity to travel to 
Europe as part of the program, where he 
trained at the impressive CREPS centre in 
Strasbourg, France.  There our team mixed it 
with some of the cream of young French ju-
doka.  Coach Daniel Kelly was pleasantly 
surprised at how well our team acquitted 
themselves in training. 
 
As part of the tour they also competed in a 
junior (u20yrs) competition in Bremen, Ger-
many, and afterwards took part in a traijning 
camp.  Kevin won his first fight in the tourna-
ment, but then went down to a Dutch athlete. 
 

NATIONAL TALENT IDENTIFICATION & DEVELOPMENT PROGRAM 

Indra Sadeli throws Paddy in one of the tough 
drills, while Vlad and Karen wait their turn  

   SHOALHAVEN OPEN 28 MARCH  
 
At the same time as the QLD Open, another 
band of UNSW members made the trek 
South for the Shoalhaven Open.  For most of 
the group this was their first exposure to 
competition. 
 
Led by coaches Warren and Phil McDermott, 
the Uni boys and girls made a good impres-
sion, returning with a number of medals, and 
more importantly a taste for competing. 
 
Best performances on the day came from 
Dylan McDermott (gold) and George 
Stylianikis (silver) in the juniors, and Alysha 
Sjarif and Matle Fung in the seniors, both 
with  silver medals. 
 
But the objective of the day was not results.  
As with the Brisbane group, those making 
the trip had a lot of fun, and got to know 
each other a lot better 



??? WANT THE LATEST JUDO NEWS & CLUB ACTIVITIES ???  
 Visit our website:     www.unswjudo.net.au   

 
Enquiries:  UNSW Sport & Recreation 9385 4880  

More Pics - from around and abouté  

Annual dinner 1958 - dress code: formal judogi...  

The 1958 UNSW intervarsity team 

  The group at training with guests Anthony Fritsch & Lars Zauner  

  Successful UNSW junior team at the Sydney Open  

Relaxing after the Shoalhaven Open competition  

   Harry Grech (r) on the 90kg podium in QLD  
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