
The weather was hot and steamy, 
and the competition was fierce…this 
was the first World Cup held in the 
Oceania Region under the IJF’s World 
Ranking System, hosted by the tiny 
island nation of Samoa.  Still recover-
ing from the devastating September 
tsunami, the Samoans excelled 
themselves, and put on a great 
event, welcoming the judo world 
with friendship and hospitality. 

If there was any disappointing aspect 
of the tournament it was the small 
number of entries, as no doubt many 
countries waited for 2010, when the 

rivalry for Olympic selection really 
begins.  Nevertheless, the event still 
attracted a high-class field, with a 
sprinkling of World and Olympic med-
allists to keep everyone honest.  We 
saw teams from China, Russia, Brazil 
and Canada, plus some individuals 
from USA, Luxemburg and the Czech 
Republic. 
Among the strong Australian team 
were six athletes from UNSW ï 
and they were to make their pres-
ence felt in the results, coming 
away with three medals ï a gold, 
silver and bronze. 
Day one of competition was for the 
lighter weight women and the heavy-
weight men.  UNSW had Amy Meyer 
and Sonya Chervonsky in the 48kg 
and 52kg categories respectively.  
Unfortunately Amy didn’t get going 
and went without a win.  Sonya had 
a mixed day, but still emerged with 
bronze, after defeating both the other 
Australians in the category.  Unfortu-
nately in her fight vs Muller (LUX) she 
had a rush of blood and tried a very 
risky attack – and suffered the conse-
quences. Both categories were won 
in style by the Chinese girls.  
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In the heavier men’s categories, the 
Aussies did well, with Mark Anthony 
and Jake Andrewartha taking gold in 
the 90kg and +100 kg.  Mark in par-
ticular was in a class of his own, and 
just demolished his opponents.  Jake 
fought with a maturity we have been 
waiting to see, defeating team-mate 
Jason Phillips in the final.  In the 
81kg, Brent Iverson had a hard day 
to end up with bronze in a very tough 
field, eventually won by Perrault 
(CAN) over favourite Canto (BRA). 

Day two had the heavier women’s 
categories and the lightweight men.  
Here UNSW had its two strongest 
fighter in Janelle Shepherd and 
Kylie Koenig, and they did not dis-
appoint.  Janelle unfortunately had 
only won fight and won with con-
temptuous ease in about 1 minute.  
Kylie had a tough battle with Naomi 
Spinks (NZL) before dispatching her 
with a huge pickup counter.  That put 
her in the final vs Lin (CHN) the 
reigning Asian champion.  Kylie got 
in some good attacks, including a 
yoko-tomoenage which very nearly 
ended the fight…but in the end the 
Chinese girl was just too strong, 
holding Kylie for ippon. 
 

        SPECTACULAR OCEANIA WORLD CUP, SAMOA   

 

We wish all our members, families and friends the very 

best for the Christmas season.  Hereõs to an even bigger 

and brighter 2010!!  
 

And a reminder...the Last training session for 2009 is Monday 21 December, 

and the first for 2010 is Monday 4 January...see you there 

                              AUSSIE TEAM TOPS MEDAL TALLY 

     The spectacular and colourful Opening Ceremony of the OJU World Cup 

Kevin faces off with Tony Lomo (SOL) 

Janelle and Sonya with their trophies 

UNSW on top 

in 2009 Uni 

Challenge...p 2  



UNI CHALLENGE - UNSW ON TOP in 2009 
The roundhouse at UNSW looked spec-
tacular in its Xmas finery, and was again 
the perfect venue for the 2009 University 
Challenge.   
The first match of the evening had traditional 
rivals Sydney vs UNSW for the University 
Challenge shield.  Sydney faced a formidable 
task, as the home side lined up close to its 
strongest possible team, including three Olym-
pians. 
UNSW blasted out of the blocks and almost 
before they knew it SUJC were down three-nil.  
Paul McCarthy destroyed Adrian Brezniak with 
a lovely yoko-tomoe, Harry Grech almost 
toyed with Andrew Roberts, scoring several 
times before holding him down, and Vini 
Loyola had Adrian Wawrzymic on his back  
instantly with seoinage. 

 
 
 

 
 
 

It got worse for SUJC as the women came to 
the mat.  Kylie Koenig began the rout with a 
smashing ouchigari on Hannah Jones, Sonya 
scored quickly on Phyllis Yu, and Janelle 
dumped Sayuri Kawamura, unfortunately injur-
ing her nose in the process.  The mens dan 
division was a different story. In a typical 
heavyweight battle, newcomer Istvan Szase 
took a surprising yuko victory over Gavin Kelly, 
and then Alex Savalli outlasted Jovan Pejic, 

winning by two penalties.  Martin Kelly put 
things right by blasting Istvan with his trade-
mark kataguruma.  A comprehensive victory to 
UNSW – 7 wins to 2. 
Sydney Uni, a little the worse for wear,  then 
backed up against Zenbu.  Replacement Max 
Joseph gave them an immediate lead with a 
neat sumigaeshi over Bruce Yoon.  However 
the match soon became one-way traffic as 
Zenbu worked their way through the Uni side.  
Once again only Istvan stood firm, forcing a 
draw with skilful Korean Jun in another bruising 
fight.  At the end it was a clear victory to Zenbu, 
7 wins and one draw. 
So, as on the past couple of occasions it 
came down to UNSW vs Zenbu for the hon-
ours on the night. 
Paul McCarthy started  things as he faced big 
Jason Phillips.  Giving away about 20kg, Paul 
fought a great tactical bout, then dropped in for 
a fantastic seoinage!  Harry Grech followed him 
with a perfectly executed osotogari on Bruce 
Yoon.  Vini despatched rhys Johnson in sec-
onds with seoinage. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
The Uni girls then proceeded to put the fight 
beyond Zenbu in a masterful, if one-sided, 
display.  In one of the best fights of the night we 
were treated to seeing probably the best two 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 lightweight women in the country – Sonya 
Chervonsky and Hannah Trotter, do battle.  
Sonya showed her superior gripping skills 
and nullified anything Hannah tried, winning 
with two great waza-ari  from her favourite 
pickups.   Kylie also ha d a tough battle with 
Kotomi Yamasaki, but clearly dominated the 
fight, winning with a nice seoi that scored 
waza-ari.    Poor Kayla Wells then face 
Janelle Shepherd and lasted only seconds. 
 
First up in the men’s dans were Jovan Pejic 
and Jin Kim, with Jin gradually drawing 
ahead through a yuko and a couple of penal-
ties. Desperate to catch up, Jovan ran onto a 
nice seoinage and was thrown for ippon.   
Gav Kelly’s disappointing night continued in a 
fierce and bruising fight with Jun.  Attempting 
huge bearhug kosotogake, Gav had it turned 
on him for ippon.  In the final fight, Martin 
Kelly was just too strong for Ben Zellner, 
throwing him with left uchimata.  Unfortu-
nately in desperately trying to avoid the 
score, Ben injured his shoulder - a disap-
pointing end to a great night 

Nikola Pejic had perhaps the toughest possi-
ble draw, facinjg Russian World no.1 isaev in 
the first round.  Nik just couldn’t handle the 
power and skill of the Russian and went out, the 
new elimination system robbing him of a chance 
in the repechage.  Young Kevin DaSilva haad a 
better start, defeating tough Tony Lomo (SOL) 
before losing a bruising encounter with Bronk-
horst (NZL).  His run ended there, losing the 
bronze medal fight to Arnie Dickins (QLD) 
The only other Aussie winner on day two was 
Steph Grant, who easily took out the 78kg cate-
gory.  Our men’s team struggled, managing only 
three bronze medals. 
The Australian team easily topped the medal 
count with 5 gold, 6 silver and 10 bronze.  A 
good result, but tempered by the fact that no 

Australian beat any athlete from outside the 
Oceania region – something they must do if 
they are to make a mark on the world scene. 
The competition was followed by a three 
day training camp, led by highly regarded 
international coach Juergen Klinger, cur-
rently leading the Unversity of Bath Cen-
tre of Excellence in England.  The camp 
was well attended, with around 100 athletes 
on the mat for the first two days, and the 
opportunity for some really excellent randori.  
Each camp session featured technical in-
struction from Klinger and the other senior 
coaches present.  One of these was the 
legendary Russian Vitaly Makarov. (Thanks 
to Sonya for her interpreting) 

So the historic tournament came to an end, 
marked by a relaxing farewell function hosted 
by the Prime Minister, who had proven to be 
an enthusiastic supporter of the judo.  This 
function gave the teams a great opportunity 
to mingle with each other, and with many of 
the local judo community. 

 
In a move that was welcomed by every-
one, the Oceania Judo Union President 
Clare Hargrave announced that the World 
Cup had been allocated to Samoa for a 
further three years.  
There is little doubt that next year’s event will 
be a big one, with official Olympic selection 
points on the line.  
 

SAMOA WORLD CUP  Continued... 

 Kylie ( R)  on the 63kg podium.   

Sonya with former World Champ and Olympic 
silver medallist Vitaly Makarov 

   Juergen Klinger demonstrating newaza 

Sonya 
launches 
Hannah 

Harry 
scores 
with 
uchi-
mata  

Paul takes 
on Jason 
Phillips  



UNSW PEOPLE...and events 
Long-time friend of UNSW, Hitoshi Kimura  
has arrived to settle 
permanently in Austra-
lia.  He is already prov-
ing of great help to 
Warren with the junior 
classes, and we hope 
to be able to make 
wider use of his abili-
ties through the JFA 
NSW.  
 
Good to see veteran Olympian Laisa Laveti 
back in training (even if not as often as we 
might like)  
 
As foreshadowed in our 
last edition, Kathy Meyer 
has been elected to Board 
of Management of the JFA 
(NSW).  Kathy is already 
making her presence felt 
in improving tournament 
management. 
 
 
Our two senior coaches Warren Rosser and 
John Buckley have recently been made life 
members of JFA (NSW).  Warren and John 
have been contributors to the development of 
judo at club, State and National level for many 
years.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Roman Sulovsky and Sabinaôs wedding on 
27 November was a great gathering of their 
friends in the judo club and elsewhere.  

 
Master Coach Juergen Klinger visits UNSW   
Following his role at the OJU Training camp in 
Samoa, Juergen Klinger stopped off in Sydney 
to conduct coaching seminars for the JFA 
(NSW) on 28 November.  Juergen heads the 
High Performance division of the University of 
Bath Judo Program, acknowledged as a centre 
of excellence for World judo.  UNSW had sev-
eral coaches attending the Saturday sessions, 
and we were also lucky to have him along to 
the club before his departure (see photo p4) 
 
NTID  Coaching Co-ordinator visits UNSW.  
 
Daniel Kelly was also a 
visitor to the club in 
November.  Daniel’s visit 
was part of his program 
to monitor progress of 
his NTID squad around 
the country.  Daniel 
spent two nights at the 
club  
 

Around forty of the clubôs members and 
friends turned up for the annual dinner for 
2009.  The food wine and stories flowed freely 
as the club celebrated another good year – 
increasing membership numbers, high partici-
pation at training sessions, strong results for 
our elite fighters,  lots of juniors starting to 
come through…and winning the Uni Chal-
lenge!  It doesn’t get much better!! 

Head Coach Rosser wrapped up the year 
nicely, and asked for more assistance as the 
needs of club administration grow along with 
increasing numbers.  Martin Kelly and Kylie 
Koenig gave a nice tribute to the efforts of 
Warren and the other hard working club 
coaches. 
 
 

New Competition Rules for 2010  
 
The International Judo Federation has 
introduced several very significant 
changes to competition rules, which were 
trialled at the Junior World Champion-
ships 2009, and further tested at a num-
ber of International events.  The new 
rules will apply from 1st January 2010.  
Most significant is the removal of all at-
tacks with the hands below the belt (ie all 
leg grabs) unless as a follow-up combina-
tion, or as a counter.  Our coaches will be 
holding briefing sessions and demonstra-
tions for all our competition players to 
familiarise them with these changes. 
 
 

CLUB ANNUAL DINNER 2009 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Warren and JB concluded the formal side of 
the evening by announcing the club awards 
for 2009 - some serious, some not so...see 
list at right.   

 

    CLUB AWARDS FOR 2009 
 
Player of the year (M)      Nikola Pejic             
Player of the year (F)       Kylie Koenig        
Jun player of the year(M)  Indra Sadeli        
Jun player of the year (F)  Maxine Germes 
"Rookie of the year"          Dennis Jordan      
Most improved (M)            Paul McCarthy 
Most improved (F)            Gemma Chadwick 
Most improved Junior(M)   Luc Baumgartner  
Most improved Junior (F)    Nina Takenaka 
Club Spirit Award                Kathy Meyer   
Training Award                   Chris Angus        
Uni Challenge Award         Paul McCarthy  

Leukoplast award            Sonya Chervonsky 
(most taped ) 
St John’s Ambulance Award  Amy Meyer 
(most injured) 
Alarm clock award   Daniel Ahn  
(most often late for training)   
Scarlet Pimpernel Award    Janelle Shepherd  
(“ they seek him here”)         Gavin Kelly   
Jetset Tours Award              Kylie Koenig 
(most travelled)     
Stephen Smith Award           Michael Penkov 
(Foreign Affairs)                            

Janelle, Amy and Kylie have some fun in Samoa 

Gav, Alysha and Hitoshi solve a few problems 

Marty and Kylie pay tribute to the club coaches 

The girls 
seemed to 
enjoy the 
evening 



??? WANT THE LATEST JUDO NEWS & CLUB ACTIVITIES ???  
 Visit our website:     www.unswjudo.net.au   

 
Enquiries:  UNSW Sport & Recreation 9385 4880  

More Pics from the World Cup 

...and around and about 

Sonya in good company -  
with the Samoan Prime 
Minister 

Amy, Nikola and Kylie 
with 73kg winner 
Emanuel Nartey of Ghana 

The victorious Australian Presidentôs Cup team 

Juergen Klinger (2nd from R) with other coaches at 
UNSW ... l-r Daniel Kelly, Morgan Endicott-Davies, JB, 
Hitoshi Kimura 

Club members attend JFA NSW Coaching Seminar  

          The victorious UNSW Uni Challenge team 

           Nik Pejic struggles with fame 
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